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This presentation will discuss the scientific, legal, and policy issues that accompany discussions about using familial DNA searching to solve unsolved crimes. The scientific part entails a brief discussion of the use of specialized software to establish a candidate list, followed by lineage testing to confirm/refute close relatedness. The legal discussion will include a review of states' current DNA database laws and a demonstration of how they all implicitly authorize familial DNA searching, eliminating the need for explicit legislative authorization. Finally the discussion will address policy implications, showing the need to balance public safety versus privacy, and how this issues are easily addressed by current states' familial DNA searching protocols. In each part specific successful familial search case efforts will be used to illustrate the issues and demonstrate why familial DNA searching can be as successful as searching offender DNA databases for direct matches.
