Food production and food safety
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ABSTRACT
 Most food is now produced by large farms, processed industrially, and sold in supermarkets and multinational food outlets. Modern food production has reduced the cost and increased the variety of food available, but this centralization of the food supply presents an opportunity for foodborne pathogens and toxins to infect and poison large numbers of consumers. Furthermore, the globalization of food trade means that food can become contaminated in one country and cause outbreaks of foodborne illness in another. Modern food production is so complex that a systematic approach is needed to identify the hazards at each point in the food chain.
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