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ABSTRACT
The present investigation entitled “Studies on Exotic Apple Varieties under High Density Orcharding in North Himalayan region of India” was undertaken at experimental fields of Division of Fruit Science, SKUAST-Kashmir, during the year 2014. In order to solve the problems of low productivity, poor quality, less colour and irregular bearing habits in current apple plantations in India, and compete with the productivity of advanced countries, four apple varieties namely Super Chief Sandidge, Gala Red Lum, Fuji Zehn Aztec and Golden Clone B were imported from Italy on M9T337 rootstock and planted at a distance of 1.5× 3m on four wire trellis system (2222 trees/ha). 
Tree morphology, growth characteristics, phenological stages, flowering behaviour, floral/fruit characteristics, physical, chemical and organoleptic measurements were performed on all the four varieties. The variety Super Chief Sandidge performed best in terms of quality parameters, variety Golden Clone B recorded highest yield (10 Mt/ha) and yield efficiency. The overall results indicate that the introduced apple varieties are characterised with different biological and quality polymorphism. Most of the studied varieties show positive characteristics and can be recommended for further evaluation in Kashmir valley. 
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