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Abstract:
Improving household food security remains an important policy objective for many countries in Africa. Many development programs and policies have been introduced in efforts to bring the cycle of food insecurity to an end; one of such programs is the Block Farm Scheme. This paper seeks to investigate: (i) whether block farm scheme led to increased yield and food security. (ii) the impact of block farm scheme on farm performance (farm size). (iii) whether block farm scheme had impact on farm growth and cooperation among farmers after the end of the programme in Yama in the West Mamprusi District of Ghana. An empirical analysis based on a propensity score matching and Difference-in-Difference (PSM-DD) method, which is a popular approach to estimate causal treatment effects, is employed and program participants were matched with non-Participants, using panel data of 62 respondents for the period 2008, 2011 and 2017/18. Our results show that Participants had significantly higher maize, rice and cowpea yields compared to non-participants who recorded significantly higher yields of only soya beans. Our results also show that farmers still cooperate and enlargement of farm size for non- participants was insignificant but significant for participants.
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