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[bookmark: _GoBack]The availability of gluten-free foods varies significantly around the world.  As immigration and intermarriage increase, so does the likelihood of intolerance to foods that contain gluten.  For people who have Celiac Disease or certain autoimmune diseases, eating foods that contain gluten may put them at very serious health risks.  This presentation will discuss health conditions that require a gluten-free diet.  It will explore what foods are “safe” and what foods could be contaminated with gluten, foods that people may never suspect.  Food handling issues will also be covered.  It is the goal of this presentation to make participants aware of why gluten free foods availability is important and to discuss ways that people in the food industry can ensure that safe gluten free foods are available and safely prepared.
