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Influenza pandemic can occur when novel influenza A virus emerges or existing influenza A virus re-emerges, the lack of immunity against the virus in the general population can cause rapid spread, and in turn result in transmission around the globe. Influenza pandemic is characterized by high morbidity and mortality, rapid transmission and wide impact area.  Not only does influenza pandemic severely threaten human life and health, but it also tremendously impacts the health systems, stability of the society and development of the economy.

Besides the pandemic H1N1 in 2009, since the discovery of the first H5N1 case in 2005 in China, human infections with animal-origin influenza viruses have occurred in China, including human infection with influenza virus H7N9, H5N6, H9N2, H10N8 and H7N4. Due to the great genetic mutation and recombination rate of influenza A virus, human infection with any subtype of non-seasonal influenza A virus poses a great threat of influenza pandemic in China. 

Based on the experiences and lessons learned, China has been continuing to promote pandemic influenza preparedness and response, including to develop targeted national strategy and overall planning, strengthen multi-sectoral collaboration, intensify scientific research related to influenza pandemic and provide technical support for the response. In order to cope with this threat, the National Health Commission of China has released and updated subsequently the “National Influenza Pandemic Emergency Preparedness Plan” in 2011. In view of the fact that monitoring is the basis and premise of influenza prevention and control, the world's largest influenza surveillance system has been built in China, comprising 411 laboratories and 556 sentinel hospitals, and became the fifth WHO influenza reference and research cooperation center in 2010. Adhering to the idea of “One Health”, China will participate more in international cooperation and the pandemic preparedness international actions.

