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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Filamentous fungi are efficient degraders of plant biomass which  produce diverse cellulolytic enzymes for saccharification of complex cellulosic feedstocks. These enzymes play crucial role in the industry for second-generation biorefinery concepts. The secretomes of many cellulase producing fungi contain more than 200 proteins which work synergistically in the saccharification of biomass. In the search of efficient biomass degraders, 50 different fungal isolates (provided by Hindustan petroleum Green Research and Development center, Bangalore) were screened for production of cellulolytic enzymes. We cultivated all the fungal strains in cellulase inducing media and evaluated the various enzyme activities such as Avicelase, β-Glucosidase and endoglucanase, as well as the saccharification potential of their secretome on acid pre-treated rice and wheat straw. These parameters are most suitable for screening of lower enzyme producing wild strains than commercial strains. To evaluate the performance of strains, weighted sum model (WSM) approach was applied on enzyme profiling of the strains. In WSM, weight one was assigned for biomass hydrolysis, because it defined the overall saccharification capacity whereas other enzyme activity was their respective correlation coefficient. We independently evaluated the weight score of both biomasses and defined the ranking on average weight scores of the strains. The highest and lowest score was 31.69 and -0.50, respectively, achieved by Fusarium and Trichoderma Sp. respectively. The Avicelase, endoglucanase and β- Glucosidase activity of Fusarium Sp. are 0.31, 15.05 and 12.20, respectively. The glucose release in biomass hydrolysis of pretreated rice and wheat straw was 29.27 and 33.53 mg ml-1.	
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