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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: In May 2019, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) launched its flagship global report that uncovered some worrying patterns of degradation of biodiversity and ecosystems- terrestrial, freshwater and marine. The degradation trends and declining rates of biodiversity triggered or influenced by multiple human drivers are posing an alarming call to better management of man-nature interlinkages. The report highlights that critical thresholds in the production and use of ecosystems services (natures contribution to people) are crossed in past five decades: close to 75% land surface significantly altered, around two thirds of marine and coastal regions are experiencing some risk (more than half of coral reefs lost since 1870s), and wetlands area loss noted as > 85%. Additionally, > 30 M hectares of primary/rejuvenating forest lost in five years (2010-2015), and average of = 25 percent animal and plant species reported as threatened, with around 1 million species already facing extinction. Global rate of species extinction at least 10’ to 100’ time high than the historical average. The rate and gradient of loss are particularly perturbing, as the worldwide several protection and conservation reforms are constituted and acted, and international agencies and have continuously flagged on collective and collaborative efforts for the protection of global ecological diversity- the aim of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is critical mention in that context. This presentation will expand on the main findings of Chapter 2* of the global assessment report focusing on direct and indirect drivers and the aggregation of these drivers varies at local (regional) and national scales to influence the biodiversity and ecological resources use and users. One key point: trends and dynamics of land use/land cover change, population growth, direct and over-exploitation of natural capital- exacerbated by intensifying climate variability, growing urbanization, trade, technological innovations have hugely influenced the global  governance practices and policies,  often at the cost of the notion of eco-centric approach to public welfare and human well-being. 



*in the capacity of the Lead Author of the Chapter 2 of the Global Assessment 

