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Abstract:
Air pollution costs Canada an estimated $36 billion in healthcare. A whale was recently discovered with 88 pounds of plastic in its stomach. Climate change is altering our ecological systems. Hearing statistics is one thing, but a Chinese proverb reminds us: “Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I’ll remember; involve me and I’ll understand.” Committed to involving students, Green Schools Green Future (GSGF) stands behind the wisdom of Nelson Mandela: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” A not-for-profit organization founded in 2018 by environmentalist Nikole Bélanger, GSGF began with the dream of introducing a new, progressive and green education system in developing communities. Its mission involves teaching environmental and social responsibility. Its core curriculum includes not only key subjects, but vocational skills: coding, blockchain, and artificial intelligence. The school operates as a complete, sustainable cycle. By learning how to grow their own food through a vertical farm with an aquaponic system; by acquiring the knowledge behind the solar electricity that powers their laptops; and by absorbing values of community engagement, students will learn peaceful and powerful weapons to change the world. First inspired to build green schools when volunteering for Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project Canada in 2008, Nikole has since brought 28 volunteers together to support the project. The organization has already forged partnerships in Canada, Haiti, Sierra Leone and Gabon. Its goal is to build its first sustainable school pilot by the end of 2019 


Biography:

Nikole Bélanger, Founder/CEO – Chief Environmental Officer.
Nikole Bélanger has over 30 years of experience managing and developing businesses in multiple disciplines. She has successfully developed and implemented concepts into various industries such as fashion, power transmission and distribution, and telecommunications. Nikole has also worked extensively on developing not-for-profit organizations. An idealist with a global vision and an eye for detail, Nikole continuously brings together people and projects. Nikole is a passionate environmentalist, who works at developing awareness and action on environmental sustainability along with climate change concerns. Her knowledge on environmental technology and her strong networking abilities are key assets to provide solutions toward a green economy and reducing collective carbon emissions by supporting green energy developments. 
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