DEVELOPING AN INFORMATION ECOLOGY: The missing link in Environmental Science
In these times of accelerating environmental change, everyone agrees that there is no time for "business as usual". However, now change is happening so fast that there is no time for science as usual. Cascading feedback loops are melting the boundaries between scientific disciplines, just like they are melting sea ice and glaciers. It is no longer good enough to be a specialist looking at less and less in ever greater detail. The challenge is to put it all together into the widest context possible.
The problem is that scientists do not have the information tools designed to give them access to a bigger picture.
Enter the Database of Environmental Change which was compiled to do just that, that is, helping to keep up with what is happening in other people’s area of expertise.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will show the delegates the overall scope of the database and how it uniquely maps relationships between different perspectives and contexts.
I will conclude by showing people what is in the Tipping Points section of the Database. This section goes beyond the world of specialisation to a place where the key information is brought together to give a picture of the urgency of what is happening from a multiplicity of perspectives.
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