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Abstract:
Tunisia has embarked on an ambitious roadmap of tapping into its abundant domestic renewable energy (RE) sources for meeting its energy crisis. To that purpose, the Tunisian government has developed an energy strategy that seeks to rapidly expand the share of RE in the country’s electricity mix, increase energy efficiency and mitigate its carbon footprint. Additionally, the government recognizes in this strategy that the energy transition is an opportunity to spur sustainable economic development and to create new job opportunities. 
The energy transition is planned as a centralized state project, including critical challenges like mitigating pollution, ending endemic corruption, establishing an open, transparent and accountable governance system.
 The energy transition brings about the opportunity to institutionalize a national dialogue among  societal  interest groups on how to best move Tunisia along the path to sustainable development. This requires a cross-sectoral harmonization of policies and infrastructural investments on the national level and embedding energy projects in regional and local development plans to generate local synergies and benefits. Restoring public confidence into the state’s capacity and willingness to manage Tunisia’s transition on all societal levels is more than just about producing tangible outcomes. The highly centralized and monopolized electricity sector as well must commit to procedures of open, participatory governance, in particular when it comes to ensuring procedural justice in developing energy projects on the local level.
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