                             Alcohol Intoxication in Sudan

In   last last July 2011 a surge of volatile solvent-related mortalities and morbidities was reported in Khartoum State by local newspapers and internet websites(1,2,3). An estimated 71 deaths were reported among 13-25 years old homeless youth who consumed methanol and other toxic substances. Attention was drawn to the nature of the problem when a homeless female adolescent presented to Omdurman teaching hospital emergency department with severe exhaustion and drowsiness and died within 2 hours due to alcohol intoxication. Subsequently, a flow of similar patients continued to arrive. Three patients developed permanent blindness and 36 were released with no after effects. As per the director of the hospital morgue, 38 deaths were attributed to methanol intoxication and these were found scattered in various locations in Omdurman market(3). Investigations by law enforcement agencies resulted in confiscation of 84 bottles of methanol (500ml/bottle) and it was alleged that the substance was leaked for illicit use by perfumers in Omdurman market(3). It is worthy to note that official statistics by Khartoum state government indicated that the number of homeless people in the state is estimated to be 9350;3200 were given shelter and only about 956 were reunited with their families (1-3). Public concern is legitimate as to whether this mass methanol poisoning is an isolated phenomenon or just the tip of an iceberg of an epidemic proportion. Obviously, the magnitude of this problem requires much needed epidemiological studies. The purpose of this communication is to increase awareness of medical practitioners Sudan
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