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I.  Abstract
Flood are the most universally experienced natural hazard particularly in settlements around water bodies and Nigeria, floods are common environmental problem which represent a major risk to river side populations and along flood plains. From the year 2010 to date series of flood disasters have occurred in different parts of the country. The floods in this year 2018 were devastating to the extent that the National Emergency Management Agency has declared a ‘national disaster’ after many people died as a result of floods across the country. This paper is undertaking an empirical assessment of the flood disaster that occurred at the border town of Jibia northern Nigeria. Data for the study were gathered through direct observational technique that involved field visits to the affected parts of the town and interview with the local people and the officials concerned. The results have shown that the floods were caused by unprecedented heavy rains, stream diversion and silting of stream pool, blockage of flood waters by River Jibia, silting of the Jibia dam, inadequate drainages and construction of houses close to the storm drainage. The impacts of the flood were devastating as 54 people died and 498 houses were damaged by the flood waters including house hold properties and items. A total of 2,604 persons comprising mainly children and women were displaced according to official figures. The disaster response measures taken by the Government include creation of camps for displaced persons, provision of relief materials, medical assistance and assessment of the disaster affected areas. This paper recommends prompt repairs of damaged infrastructures, dredging and de-silting of the Jibia dam and stream pool, construction of wider and deeper drainages and re-location of houses away from the storm drainage as flood disaster prevention measures.
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