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Abstract

Aerodactylus geodon (Oak 1995) is a toothed Rhamphorhynchid from the Gondwanan Middle Neogene O’Ldamber Formation. A. geodon was originally described from a mass mortality discovered in the Kanto region of Japan by the Oak Monstrasinu Research Laboratory and the Pewter Museum of Science. It is characterized by homodont dentition, an enlarged fourth manual phalange, a single extended vertebral process, and two pedal phalanges. We report the discovery of a new specimen of A. Geodon from Unova County, New York, U.S.A. by a mining crew working on Twist Mountain. It is currently stored in the Nacrene Museum with the specimen number NCRNMM 142. NCRNMM 142 is well preserved, with a total length of 1.8 meters and intact skull with socketed teeth. We estimate that it would have weighed about 60 kilograms in life, and pathologic evidence suggests that it experienced short periods of extreme pugilistic growth, each followed by a sudden contraction. NCRNMM 142 was found alongside a radioactive purple stone of unknown origin which may relate to these sudden bursts of growth.
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