Dermoscopy of Cheilitis: A Comprehensive Review of principal findings.

Introduction & Objectives: 
A cheilitis is an inflammation of the lips that may spread to the skin surrounding the lips and the oral mucosa. There are various manifestations of this disorder and it can be either transient, reversible, or persistent. In recent years, the application of dermoscopy has extended to the diagnosis and management of various forms of cheilitis. This review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of dermoscopic techniques and findings in the context of cheilitis, with an emphasis on identifying features associated with different types of cheilitis, which may be clinically similar, and the potential role of dermoscopy in early diagnosis and in guiding therapeutic decisions.
Materials & Methods: 

This narrative analysis was constructed using data from PubMed, an online database of medical literature. Several key articles, including systematic reviews and guidelines from various societies, were identified.
Results: 
The dermoscope has recently become an aid in the diagnosis of neoplastic and inflammatory skin diseases; however, mucoscopy is still in an early stage of development. A better understanding of the dermoscopic patterns seen in this particular anatomical area can improve patient management. Dermoscopic Findings in Cheilitis described in the literature are the background color, the morphology and distribution of the vessels, scales, and other specific structures.
Dermoscopy in Different Types of Cheilitis

Lip lichen planus: as a chronic mucocutaneous disease presents in 6% of cases on the lips with irregular erythema, erosions and Wickham's striae, particularly on the lower lip, which is histologically indicated by the typical signs of lichen.
Dermoscopic findings in lichen planus cheilitis may include: Reticular white lines or plaques (wickham's striae), erythema, central erosions, pigmentary changes, and vascular patterns. 
Labial Discoid lupus erythematosus (DLE) is a chronic cutaneous autoimmune disease, that usually affects the skin but can sometimes present with oral lesions affecting the lips, mainly the lower lip. 
Dermoscopic findings in labial discoid lupus erythematosus:  Erythema with a diffuse red or violaceous background, white or yellowish scales, follicular plugging, pigmentary changes: such as brown, gray, blue-gray dots, globules, structureless areas, atrophy and various vascular structures. 
Actinic cheilitis (AC), a potentially malignant lesion, is the most common and one of the most important disease processes affecting the lips. 
Dermoscopic findings associated with actinic cheilitis include: linear-irregular or dotted vessels, and occasionally hairpin vessels, brown structureless areas, gray-blue or white structureless areas, scaling and crusting, atrophy, fissures, erosion and leukoplakia. 
Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) is the most common malignant tumor of the lip. 
Dermoscopic features of cutaneous SCC have been well described: Vascular patterns: One of the most characteristic dermoscopic features of SCC is the presence of polymorphous vascular structures, Perivascular white halo, Ulceration and erosion with irregular borders, White structureless areas, white circle and rosettes, Scaling and crusting. 
Conclusion: 
By identifying specific dermoscopic features, clinicians can enhance diagnostic accuracy, guide treatment decisions, and monitor treatment outcomes, ultimately improving patient care and reducing the risk of malignant transformation for certain cases.
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