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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words)
It is important that the dentist explains the dental procedure to the child and familiarizes the patient with the dental instruments used in each procedure, in a simple non-intimidating way. However when treating children with Autism Spectrum Disorder this is difficult due to their verbal communication difficulties and their inability to comply to the regular behavior modification techniques. 
Such patients exhibit increased levels of anxiety when they are confronted with an unexpected procedure. In order to decrease these levels of anxiety, it is crucial to provide them and their guardians with preparatory information in order to help explain dental procedure step by step. 

Visual aids are an effective way for guiding children with ASD and teaching them their daily routine activities at home and school, including daily teeth brushing. Visual aids comprises a serial of cards containing drawings or pictures and sometimes sign language where each card can be used to explain a step in their daily routine or in the dental procedure. 

Visual aids are more effective in helping children with ASD cooperate with the dentist and understand the dental procedure when compared to guiding them by using approaches such as verbal explanation only, such as the “Tell-show-do” technique.  They allow the patients to be gradually exposed to the dental procedure; introducing each step of it in small “parts”, allowing the learning process to occur in patients with ASD and to be familiarized with what’s going on in a dental appointment, enabling psychological desensitization to occur.

· Objectives

To discuss the effectiveness of dental visual aids in treating children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

· Methods

After formulating the research question and objective, the literature was searched for relevant material. Electronic databases searched were, Science Direct, Cochrane Library, and PubMed. Only articles that were written in English were extracted. 30 articles were retrieved with neither year nor study design restriction. Potentially relevant articles were identified and reviewed, references from each article were also reviewed for relevance; references that seemed relevant were retrieved. The scientific quality of the selected studies was assessed. The information from the relevant studies were summarized, organized, and compared in order to be presented in a meaningful way that suggested a new contribution to the extant literature.
The following keywords were used to identify potentially relevant papers: Dental Visual Aid, Autism Spectrum Disorder.

· Results

This review mentions the various dental visual aids used in modeling the behavior and reducing the anxiety in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and compares between them.

· Conclusion 

Although, there are not many studies in the literature on the use of dental visual aids in modeling the behavior and reducing the anxiety in children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, more studies are required in this direction to prove the effectiveness of these aids.
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