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Radiographic stent for dental implants: The underestimated tool
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In contemporary dental implantology where patient relevant dental intervention is the primary goal, the use of radiographic stent in conjunction with 2D or 3D imaging is very useful. A stent is an appliance used during imaging to aid in standardization, radiographic evaluation, treatment planning, correlation between the radiographic anatomy and real anatomy, registration and many other digital solutions. This work illustrates the clinical and research work importance of using radiographic stents with different imaging modalities. This includes radiographic stents used with 2D intraoral images, panoramic imaging and 3D cone beam computed tomography (CBCT). This work is also an insight into the methods of fabrication of simple and cost-effective stents used with different imaging protocols for dental implants from initial assessment through preoperative phase till the postoperative and follows up phases.  How to use radiographic stent to easily fabricate dental implant surgical guide is also included. 
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