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PREVALENCE OF DENTAL CARIES AND ASSOCIATED FACTORS
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Abstract 
Aim or purpose: The purpose of this study was to assess the prevalence of dental caries and associated factors among the primary school students.
Materials and methods: A cross sectional study was conducted among a total 400 students both male and female ,class III  to  V students were bellow the age of 10 years selected school Dhaka Shiksha Board Laboratory at Mirpur-1, Dhaka.  Data was collected by face to face interview. Data collection used for pretested structured questionnaire and data analyzed by the software namely SPSS version 12.0. The research protocol was approved by The Research Committee (Local Ethical Committee).
Results: The mean age of respondents was ±10.5 years that significantly (p<0.05) a higher proportion (63%) of the students who liked sweets had carries in comparison to those who did not like sweets. Further it was found that the students who had no knowledge about carries they suffered significantly (p<0.05) more (68%) from carries compared to them who had knowledge about the carries (32%) and the occurrence of carries was found significantly (p<0.05) high among the students who cleaned their teeth less frequently and clean the tooth before breakfast. Moreover, it was found that significantly (p<0.05) a higher proportion of the students had low occurrence of carries who brushed their teeth twice daily .
Conclusions: The study also revealed that with increasing frequency of brushing teeth, there was a less development of dental caries. Oral health  education should be given at school level.
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