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Abstract

Background:
Autistic children (AC) are patients with specific needs and their management is a challenge for the dentist.
Aim:
The purpose of this work is to define the relationship AC-Dentist, identify the difficulties 
in the management of these patients with specific needs and determine the factors that can improve it.
Methods:
This is a cross-sectional descriptive study that had been carried out over a period of 5 months covering 100 dentist and 60 AC who reside or work in the territory of Greater Tunis-Tunisia.
Results: 
The results are broadly consistent with the literature data. Caries prevalence is high among AC (93%). Difficulties related to the AC, the attitude of his parents and also of the dentist make the access of these children to the dental care complex. The results of this study demonstrated that AC preparation, a good timing of the appointment, a good dentist training and a suitable environment can improve the care.
Conclusion:
Though the AC-dentist relationship is complicated, the solutions do exist. Still, this study emphasizes the importance of prevention and hygiene education among AC. 
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