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Abstract   

 . 

The management of children with cleft lip and palate 
presents many challenges but also many rewards. Our 
involvement with these children and their families often 
begins before birth and can extend into late adulthood. 
Affected individuals present a multiplicity of problems and 
effective management involves a wide range of 
specialists. 
[1,2,3]Thecurrentlyacceptedmodelfordeliveryofthiscareint
hemostappropriatewayis 
[4,5,6]themultidisciplinarycleftteam.Thisisagroupofindividu
alsfromdifferentspecialist backgrounds who work closely 
together, not only to bring each specialist’s particular 
expertise to the patient in the optimum way, but also to 
develop an understanding of the requirements and 
specialist skills of the other team members to enhance 
the delivery of the total package. It has been suggested 
that such an integrated system of delivery of care enables 
the individuals within the team to function in an 
interdisciplinary way so that all aspects of health care for 
the cleft condition can be delivered in as seamless a way 
as possible.[1-6]   This presentation  and its 
consequences are discussed later. .
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