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Alzheimer Disease (AD) is characterized by a progressive decline in cognitive function. Alzheimer disease (AD) is sustantially increased among people aged 65 years or more, with a progressive decline in memory, thinking, language and learning capacity. Alzheimer disease should be differentiated from normal age related decline in cognitive function, which is more gradual and associatwd with less disability. Disease often starts with mild symptoms and ends with sever brain damage. People with dementia lose their abilities at diffrent rates. Dementia is a syndrome characterized by disturbance of multiple brain functions, encluding memory, thinking, orientation, comprehension, calculation, learning capacity, language and judgement. Consciousness is not clouded. The impairements of cognitive function are commanly accompanied and occasionally preceded by deterioration in emotional control, social behaviour or motivation. 

Dementia can affect a person in diffrent ways and progression of the disease depends upon the impact of the disease itself and the person's personality and state of health. Dementia can be divided in three stages:-
(i) Early Stage- First year or two years.
(ii) Middle Stage- Second to fourth or fifth years.
(iii) Last Stage- Fifth years and after. 

Unlike delirium, dementia is not a rapidly fluctuating condition. Dementia implies loss and it is characterized by a decline from a previously attained level of functioning. 

Criteria for Dementia- The development of multiple cognitive deficits manifested by both:-
(1) Memory impairement.
(2) One or more of the following cognitive disturbences-
(a) Aphasia (Language Disturbences).
(b) Apraxia (Impaired ability to carry oit motor tasks despite having the motor ability to do so).
(c) Agnosia (Faure to recognize or identify objects despite intact sensory function).
(d) Disturbance in excutive functioning (i.e., planning, organizing, sequencing, abstracting).
(3) The cognitive deficits cause significant impairment in functioning anf represent significant decline from a previous level of functioning. 
(4) The onset of the disorder is gradual and there is continuing cognitive decline. 
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