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ABSTRACT 
Chitin is one of the most abundant biopolymer widely distributed in the marine and terrestrial environments. Chitinase enzyme has received increased attention due to its availability and it is effectively introduced in biotechnological applications, especially in agriculture for biocontrol of phytopathogenic fungi and harmful insects. Prawn shells which contains high amount of chitin are used for isolation of chitinase producing bacteria from compost soil. On the basis of gram staining and biochemical reactions the species were identified as Pseudomonas aeruginosa, a gram negative, motile organism. Hence, these prawn shells are used as a biowaste which is generating the enzyme called chitinase and this has many industrial applications like food processing, bioremediation etc.
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