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Abstract (300 word limit)

Issues related to the use of surveillance systems fitted with AI have raised dramatically with the condemnation of China’s social credit system. Yet, China is not the only country using computer vision to collect data and use them in a way that can prove harmful for people. In some places the use of computer vision is justified by security considerations or even for social control in a way that is not considered as ethically problematic.
Condemning the use of AI systems to collect biometric data must be systematically contextualized and cannot be considered through a unique lens. 
The current trend to consider setting a global code of ethics applicable to AI is misleading in that it denies the very fact that, on the hone hand, ethics is highly contextual and cannot be reduced to supposedly universal values, and, on the other hand, that security is a matter of perceptions and cannot be appraised through only one prism.
In places where “ethics” is different, or even inexistant in the way we understand it, and where security is a deep issue, biometric security can be considered as perfectly legitimate. 
Consequently, the appraisal of biometric security must be conducted considering the specific cultural setting in which it is deployed. It must also be assessed taking into account the security stakes and the perceptions surrounding them.
In other words, the tendency to consider biometric security as ethically unacceptable, is fundamentally biased for it stems from a Western-centric perspective on the matter. 
In that regards a global approach to biometric security is both irrelevant and potentially dangerous since it inevitably leads to polarization of stances.
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