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Abstract 
Bay of Bengal is one of the most heavily shark fishing regions in the world. As existing Fish Act of Bangladesh (Fish Act, 1950) has no provisions of restriction about shark fishing season or gear size limitation, small sized sharks (68%) are found to be caught in landing centers which is posing threat to shark species recruitment. A yearlong study (2014) based on landing data identified only nine shark species in Cox’s Bazar and Chittagong region which denotes some decline in species diversity than previous years. Abundance reveals that the highest catch usually occurs from October to December (42%) and yearly active fishing days is around 193 days. Big sharks are processed and dried in some cottages while smaller sharks in common fish drying area of Nazirertek. Dried shark meat, fins, skins and teeth are exported to different countries viz. Myanmar, India, Singapore, Thailand, Hong Kong, China and USA due to worldwide high demand. Immediate steps should be taken to conserve sharks in the Bay of Bengal ecosystem through the formulation of a National Plan of Action.
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