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Abstract (300 word limit) 
In Peru, there are three Protected Natural Areas (PNA) that include a marine component. One of this PNA is Reserva Nacional Sistema de Islas, Islotes y Puntas Guaneras (RNSIIPG) comprising of 33 subareas (islands, islets and rocky ledges). However, even when the main component (90%) is comprised of the marine area, there are just a few studies about it and an incipient effort to manage it. From its creation to the present, the approaches used to manage the biodiversity and marine resources have been focused on target species and communities and other important habitats that host valuable resources (e.g. razor clams, clams, crabs, sea cucumbers) have been ignored due to the gap of knowledge and wrong spatial representation. In this study, we applied the European nature information system (EUNIS) habitat classification for the first time in the RNSIIPG and we took as a case study one of the subareas: Islote Grupo de Pescadores located on the central coast of Peru and part of the Humboldt Current Ecosystem. We could identify 11 types of habitats, 2 habitats types at Level 2 and 9 habitats at Level 4.  In the case of habitats with mobile sediment, we could reach the Level 4 with bathymetric data and type of sediment (i.e. find sand). Nerveless, we couldn’t reach the Level 5 due to the lack of information regarding the biological component. In the case of no-mobile sediment (i.e. hard substrates) we could only reach the Level 2 due to the lack of information of exposure degree and energy level the habitats are subjected. The application of EUNIS classification allow us to have an improved spatial overview of marine habitats in RNSIIPG. This is an evidence of the potential use this tool can provide in Peruvian PNA to define conservation elements with a hierarchical approach.
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