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Abstract 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Humans derive many tangible and intangible benefits from coastal areas, providing essential components for social and economic development especially of developing coastal island states. Sri Lanka is an island nation in the Indian Ocean, which was consisted three times larger than the land area with one of the most productive ecosystem. There are many opportunities that provide countless possibilities to further economic prosperity of the country. Thus, it is important to conserve and promote the sustainable use of Sri Lanka’s ocean and coastal resources under the 14thUN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG), ‘Life below Water’. Hence, this paper focuses on national and regional implementation of indicators for the SDG 14, which consists of 10 individual targets. The paper describes the Sri Lankan status of SDG 14 indicators and provides an overview of the factors that have an impact on the effectiveness of monitoring the SDG 14 targets. It reviews the existing regional and, national frameworks for the SDG 14 indicators including national baselines and policy frameworks. Further, the paper highlights existing gaps in the indicators set and proposed possible actions that could be developed.  The methodology is macro analysis on the key aspects of mainstreaming the SDG 14, integrating the three dimensions of sustainable development. Environmental, social and economic, policy and institutional coherence, financing the sustainable development agenda and data readiness for monitoring and evaluation. It also offers to provide a stocktaking on the current status and rating the performance on the  SDG 14 through a process of establishing an ‘Independent Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Mechanism’ on the SDG 14 in Sri Lanka.  As a result of this analysis, some areas that could be considered for the Blue Economic initiative in Sri Lanka through proper direction of implementation of SDG 14. 
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