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Abstract
In the present global climate, small-scale fisheries are becoming more and more significant to the people and communities who use it for livelihoods. The negative effects of climate change on fisheries and crop harvests occur mainly in tropical regions, where livestock is at risk from climate change because of the animals’ sensitivity to temperature, feed and availability of water. Coastal communities and marine eco-systems worldwide face an extraordinary challenge to ensure that fisheries are sustainable and resilient to the increasing effects of climate change and the areas that are highly exposed to climate change coincide with areas experiencing low food security, such as Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. 
The study was motivated by and developed from, the collapse of small-scale squid fisheries in 2013-2014 in South Africa that left thousands of small-scale fishers in the Eastern Cape Province in dire socio-economic circumstances. The research question was: How do small-scale fishers become resilient in the face of climate change, shocks and risks in squid fisheries and building towards sustainable livelihoods and food security?; and the objective was to analyse and assess the resilience of small-scale fishers to shocks of climate change and variability in squid fisheries in order to achieve sustainable livelihoods, development and food security. 
The qualitative research approach was appropriate for this study because it gave participants the opportunity to explain their views and provided a depth of understanding, and identified phenomena as they manifested in the social world. The significance of this study is in broadening the knowledge and understanding of how small-scale fishers respond and become resilient in the face of climate change, shocks, and other risks which affect social and ecological systems negatively, and in forecasting the likelihood of future fishery collapse. The intention of the study was to contribute to the already existing body of knowledge and literature about small-scale fisheries by including the views of the small-scale squid fishers and by describing their circumstances in a social context. 
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