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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: The Pharmacists in Emergency Departments (PIED) study (UK 2016, 49 sites, 18,613 patients) identified 494 advanced clinical skills that could be taught to pharmacists to maximize their ability to manage patients attending hospital EDs. Aim: to map clinical skills identified by the PIED study to taught components of advanced clinical training for pharmacist independent prescribers provided by 3 UK Universities. Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: Clinical skills identified by the PIED study were categorized to one of four groups: clinical examination and assessment (n=218); diagnostic skills (n=89); medical management (n=183); and training course components (n=4). Three providers of the clinically enhanced pharmacist independent prescribing programme, approved by Health Education England, were recruited and asked to consider all 494 clinical skills and, if taught, assign a score indicating the extent of training on a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 was minimal content and 5 was extensive content. Findings: All three providers taught PIED identified clinical skills (83 – 17%, 150 – 30%, 242 – 49% respectively). Mean coverage were: clinical examination and assessment 39%; diagnostic skills 35%; medical management 22%; and training course components 17%. Overall approximately 32% of the PIED identified clinical skills were provided by these programmes. Since PIED identified training was associated with pharmacist prescribers managing 35.7% of ED attendees these results suggest that pharmacists completing these training programmes may have the skills required to manage up to 16.7% of all ED attendees – allowing for the 7.8% of patients potentially manageable by non-prescribing pharmacists. Skills with the highest content rating (4.33) included: abdominal, throat and cranial nerve examination. Further work is required to identify optimum training for pharmacists to manage ED attendees. Conclusion & Significance: Advanced training equips pharmacists in the UK for clinical roles in Emergency Departments – with potential implications for the clinical workforce.
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