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Human papillomaviruses (HPV) are the most common sexually transmitted viruses. They were frequently studied in women because of their implication in cervical cancer. Controversial results of the role of HPV in infertile population on sperm parameters have been published. The aims of this study were to estimate prevalence of HPV in sperm of Tunisian patients consulting for infertility and to evaluate their impact on sperm parameters. A total of 75 patients were included in this study. Real-time PCR specific to genotypes HPV6, HPV11, HPV, 16 and HPV18 was performed in semen for these patients. HPV DNA was detected in 17% of cases; the most prevalent was HPV11 (12 out of 13). No cases of HPV16 and HPV18 were detected. No significant association was also observed for semen quality between HPV-infected and HPV-negative samples. In conclusion, presence of HPV in semen samples can explain some idiopathic male infertility but seem to not impair sperm quality.
