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Abstract
Human behavior has caused the earth’s temperature   rise and altered rainfall distribution behavior than it has been ever in the past centuries. Impacts of climate variability are worst in Ethiopia, where rain fed agriculture is widely practiced. This research was conducted to assess farmers’ vulnerability and their collective and individual response mechanism to climate variability and extremes. In this research sequential mixed research design was applied. In the first phase a total of 22 key informants and 32 and FGD participants were purposely selected for the qualitative data. Quantitative data was secured from 124 randomly selected farmers through questionnaire. Three decade of areal grid temperature and rainfall data was also collected from National Meteorological Agency. Appropriate qualitative and quantitative data analysis techniques were employed. Accordingly, the study revealed that the district has been experiencing a declining rainfall and increase in temperature. Persistent drought, low potential of surface and underground water, recurrent crop pests and animal diseases are adversely affecting farmers’ productivity. Farmers’ attributing of climate variability to the “annoyance of God” is decreasing. However, farmers’ collective efficacy to reverse the impact of drought was found to be low. Social loan services, burrowing crops from relatives, working through Jegie have been major indigenous responses while planting drought resistant crop varieties, rainwater harvesting, destocking, cut and carry livestock feeding and soil and water conservation measures were major planned adaptation responses to the adverse impacts of climate variability.
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