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Abstract
 The decrease in rainfall over the years, especially in Borno state, has led to a reduction in available pastureland, a decline in the available surface water and increase in the salinity of water resources available to animals. The main objective of the study was to assess rainfall variability on the economic activities in the North-eastern part of Nigeria. The study evaluated the rainfall variability in the north-east using climate record (1971-2009) from the Nigerian Meteorological Agency and analysed the data using the quantitative method through mean, median and standard deviations to arrive on the rainfall variability in that region. The result revealed that Bauchi had the least coefficient of variation in rainfall of 18.69%, Potiskum with 19.16%, Nguru 20.26% and Maiduguri with 31.37%. This implied that the adverse conditions affected livestock production and agriculture.  The study suggested that changes in precipitation patterns need to be incorporated in water resource and agricultural planning.
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