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Abstract
Aba city, one the biggest commercial centres Nigeria, exchanges people, goods and services with many neighbouring rural communities to sustain livelihoods through complex streams interdependent system. The extent to which climate change-induced extreme weather events and disasters affect these interdependent systems and threaten sustainability of Aba city and its environs was assessed. The project adopted participatory research approach to allow community involvement of the people; explore and gain from existing indigenous knowledge; and document lessons for offshoot engagements among others. Interactions between Aba urban communities and surrounding rural communities are diverse and dynamic. Movement of people, exchange of goods and services have their challenges, which are further exacerbated by climate change. The major climate hazards in both rural and urban communities are flooding and soil erosion and associated declining soil productivity and increased incidence diseases. Rainfall data showed no significant change in annual quantities; but the intensity and number of rainfall days per year have increased. Climate change impact affected physical facilities such as markets and road transport systems upon which rural and urban interdependence activities operate.  Impact on climate -sensitive livelihood activities upon which households depend increases forced migration and changes in livelihood patterns. Vulnerability of the rural-urban system is linked to: the physical and socio-cultural environments, the level of economic development and to institutional and policy responsiveness.  Adaptation mechanisms which were developed through this project such as health centres in rural areas, support to rural agriculture and improved water and sanitation practices were effective in supporting rural and urban interdependence and needs to be coordinated in an integral framework that involves the local players, and supports policy institutions and key influencers.  

