Title: Occurrence of flood disaster as a manifestation of climate change: A case study Katsina State northern Nigeria
Suleiman Iguda Ladan
Department of Basic and Applied Sciences, Hassan Usman Katsina Polytechnic, Katsina Nigeria
Key words: Occurrence, floods, disaster, climate change, manifestation, Jibia.
I. 
II.   Abstract

The occurrence of floods has become the most frequent and most widespread events in Nigeria as it occurs in all parts of the country. In fact it has become a perennial event almost every year in most communities across the federation. Several scholars have linked the frequent occurrence of the floods to climate change. This is due to the fact that climate change has resulted to more intense and frequent rain storms that causes flooding. The present study examines the occurrence of floods as a manifestation of climate change using a border town in Katsina State northern Nigeria as a case study. Data for the study were collected through two field visits to the affected areas of the town to directly observe the flood disaster. Additional data were collected from the administration of semi structured questionnaires to fifty (50) respondents sampled for the study, a total of ten (10) respondents each from the five affected areas of the town. The results have shown that heavy rainfall for two hours caused the floods and seventy two percent (72%) of the respondents have attributed it to climate change while the remaining twenty eight percent (28%) have attributed the floods to the act of God. The food disaster has affected ninety three percent (93%) of the respondents as they lost members of their families, homes, house hold properties and valuable items to the flood disaster. The local, State and Federal Governments have taken measures to bring immediate relief to the victims of the disaster. These besides the large amount of relief materials donated by politicians, businessmen, philantrophists and Non Governmental Organizations from within and outside the State. Concerted efforts should be made towards preventing the occurrence of the flood disaster in future especially in view of the fact that climate change is real and happening in different parts of the country.
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