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Abstract

The pine processionary moth, Thaumetopoea pityocampa (Lepidoptera: Notodontidae) is a
phytophagous insect reported in the region of Aures, Southern Algeria. This latter extends
between parallels 34°45° and 35°30°N and longitude 5°45° and 7°E of the international
meridian. During the last five years a study was conducted at five stations in the forest of
Mezbel, to determine the effect of climatic factors, temperature and precipitation. Mean total
precipitation for the year’s most humid months exceed 70 mm on axis oriented E-W, then
fade in the center with 50 mm and finally decrease to the south with 20 mm. The population
dynamics is related to the differences between the summit north and south and the other
between the east and west either precipitation or thermal. Sex pheromone traps were installed
according to the direction, south, east, west, north, during the period of the flight of males.
The number of pine processionary moth males captured is important at a mean temperature
higher than 20°C, and the relationship between the accumulated weekly precipitations is
negative. The relation between altitude and the number of male moths captured was also

analyzed.
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