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Abstract
The present study documents the ethnomedicinal knowledge among the traditional healers of the Pangkhua indigenous community in the Bilaichari Upajilla of the Rangamati district of Bangladesh. The quantitative ethnobotanical analysis described herein is the first such report from the study area. We aimed to compare how already known species are used compared to elsewhere, and particularly to highlight new ethnomedicinal plant species alongside their therapeutic use(s). This investigation revealed the traditional use of 117 plant species were used to treat 11 categories of ailments. Among plant species encountered, herbs were found to be dominant; with leaves the most frequently used plant part in herbal formulations. The use values ranged from 0.03 to 0.85. The species with the highest use value was Zingiber officinale (0.85). There was strong agreement among the informants regarding ethnomedicinal uses of plants, with Factor of Informant Consensus values ranging from 0.50 to 0.66, with the highest number of species (49) being used for the treatment of digestive system disorders (FIC 0.66). The present study was compared with 23 prior ethnomedicinal studies and the results revealed that the JI index ranged from 1.44 to 33.00. This study recorded 13 new ethnomedicinal plant species, with 7 of these species also having never been studied pharmacologically to date. This study showed that the Pangkhua community still depends substantially on ethnomedicinal plants for the treatment of various ailments and that several of these plants are used in novel ways or represent their first instances of use for medicinal applications. 
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