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Abstract

Macrocephalon maleo is one of the endemic birds on Celebes island
which has unique activities and is vulnerable to extinction. Nowadays,
human activities often come into contact with the habitat where the
eggs are stored. behind all that, this species is used as a Cultural
Keystone Species for the Batui people as a demand for a friendship
agreement between the two previous kingdoms. These conditions led us
to conduct this study to determine the extent of socio-cultural
contributions for the conservation of Cultural Keystone Species. The
research was conducted using a questionnaire method by collecting
primary data for getting the opinion of the Batui society. There are 91
respondents who have been collected during the period January to
March 2021. This study shows that all respondents know the existence
of the maleo bird and the Parides of Molabot Tumpe. The people of
Batui sub-district consider the sustainability of this species very
important and must be modernized for the younger generation.
Conservation education that has been built by the Batui community
through the development of traditional dances, regional fashion, and
government icons. Using endemic species of maleo birds is a breeding
strategy and the knowledge and commitment of local communities can
bridge the differences between those who know and care about these
birds. The maleo bird as a cultural keystone species indirectly binds the
community to always pay attention to the survival of the maleo bird
and its habitat.
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