First Confirmed Sightings of Apivenenum magnus (Oak 1995) in Maui, Hawaii, U.S.A.
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Abstract
Apivenenum magnus (Oak 1995) is a well known anthophile native to the Kanto region of Japan. It is most notable for its large size, reaching one meter in length and weighing nearly thirty kilograms as a full-grown adult. Like many fictitious anthophiles, it lives in groups and will violently defend their nests from predators, but its large size makes it a public health concern. Here we report two confirmed sightings on the island of Maui in the Hawaiian Island chain, Hawaii, U.S.A. In the first, a young animal trainer walking through the jungle with his pet mouse was attacked by a group of A. magnus. He escaped along with his unconscious mouse, which suffered injuries that are only consistent with A. magnus attacks. In the second sighting, a pair of petty thieves were watching a pet show from a distance with their pet cat when they inadvertently stumbled across an A. magnus nest, all requiring hospitalization. It is currently unknown if A. magnus will be able to establish a permanent population on Maui, or how it arrived, with international shipping containers a possibility. Animal control authorities have been alerted to the danger and are currently searching for A. magnus nests.
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