Unfolding the paradox of perceptions towards Asian Rhino in Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, Assam, India
No wilderness area (Protected Area) is a sanitized product devoid of human surroundings. Constituting a small area of 38.8 km², Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in the state of Assam in Northeastern India harbors highest ecological density of the globally threatened Greater One-horned Rhino in the world. The disproportionate Land-Rhino ratio along with seasonal factors makes the Rhino to stray and come in contact with the human dominated landscapes composed in 22 fringe villages. Through the lenses of Human Ecology, the study aims to explore local community’s perception on sharing space and resources with the Rhino and understand their environmental ethics that is leading to the current mode of relationship. Based on Mixed Method Research, it was learnt that this close interface between the two different species has created fertile ground for ‘Human-Rhino Conflict’. 88% respondents experiences recurrent threat to their agricultural produce apart from habitual adverse impact on their psychology and mobility due to Rhino movement in the village peripheries. Despite the prevalence of conflict, local communities do not foster hostile perception and attitude towards the Rhino. The study unfolds the evolution and sustaining of this positive attitude that is centered on ‘self-styled’ religious, social and cultural nuances. The inclusion of Rhino logo in several state and non state entities is also an affirmative contributor to instill a sense of pride and belongingness towards the flagship species. The outcome of the study will possibly be an example for other Protected Areas as in how Rhinos have been sharing a convivial relationship with the fringe villagers without facing much threat to its existence. 
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