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Abstract: The freshwater fish fauna of Krishna River, Sangli district was studied from 2013 to 2017. A total of 73 species belonging to 7 orders, 20 families and 50 genera were recorded. Of these, 27 species are endemic to the Western Ghats and 9 species endemic to the Krishna River system. Labeo kontius, an endemic barb of the Cauvery River System recorded first time from Krishna River, Maharashtra. As per IUCN Red list criteria 53 species are least concern, four species are near threatened, three species are vulnerable, six are endangered, one is Data Deficient and two species are not evaluated. The fish fauna of the river is threatened due to alien exotic species and several anthropogenic activities such as accumulation of industrial, agricultural effluents, domestic organic wastes and non-degradable plastic materials owing to tourism activities. Since, this small study area hosts 27 endemic and 15 threatened species, therefore, Krishna River will be the most suitable habitation for conservation of endemic and threatened species.  
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