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Abstract-Invasive alien species presents one of the greatest threats to biodiversity and the provision of valuable ecosystem services intensified by climate change. This study will therefore assess the correlation and role of open grazing on the spread of certain invasive alien species by identifying the common invasive species associated with open grazing, assessing the current status of invasive plant species in the study area, determining the impact posed by the invasive species in the ecosystems, developing a GIS tracking map of the invasive species in the study area and assessing the response of the local people to the presence of invasive species. The assessment of the invasive species and the cross-cutting impact of the species would be limited to Imo State, Ekiti State and Benue State. There would be field visits in the course of the study as community perception, focused group discussions, detailed and extensive desk and literature reviews would mainly be used for the impact assessment, and trend dynamics of these species. GIS device will also be used to develop a tracking map of the Invasive alien species in the study areas. At the end of the study, The dominant/ most common invasive plant species in Nigeria (with respect to the study area) will be identified, field geo-coordinate points of the sampled species will be obtained, a potential invasion map of the dominant invasive species in the study areas will be developed, climatic characteristics of the study areas will be established, graphical presentation of distribution and potential invasionability of specific invasive species will be determined. Recommendation of some set of management strategies that are practical, doable and implementable with respect to the issue of invasive plant species will be given.
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