Ecology and conservation of India’s rarest fruit bat, Latidens salimalii
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Abstract (300 word limit)
India is one among the major biodiversity hotspots of the world that harbors highly endangered fauna and flora. India also home to diverse variety of true flying mammals, the bats any include over one hundred species over a dozen fruit bats. The fruit bat, Latidens salimalii, is considered one of the world’s rarest bats and only species found in the genus Latidens4. Th bat was first collected in 1948 by Angus Hutton, who misidentified it as the commonly occurring Cynopterus sphinx. The specimen was re-examined by Kitty Thonglongya who recognized it as a new species. I observed these rare bats in a cave located in the Megamalai forest reserve in Tamil Nadu State of southern India. I observed about 250 bats inside a funnel-shaped cave. These rare bats need urgent conservation measures and more studies are needed to locate their entire distribution range.
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