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[bookmark: _GoBack]Animal Physiology is a subject taught in biology courses. The theory of it all is not considered the easiest by undergraduates, and practical classes in the lab usually rely on fancy equipment and anaesthetised vertebrates. Nonetheless, some topics can be covered by using invertebrates – most precisely insect pests. Due to their high biotic potential and resistance/resilience, they demand very little maintenance and give fast results in experiments in which vertebrates would not be practical. The maize weevil Sitophilus zeamais Mots., 1855 (Coleptera: Curculionidae) is a major stored-product pest in several countries and can be easily reared in jars containing grains such as maize or rice in the lab.  Here, it is described how the maize weevil was used in a simple lab experiment for undergraduate students to learn about S. zeamais development, behaviour and reproduction. Students were divided into small groups and prepared their experiment with S. zeamais and distinct types of grains were used as treatments (brown and white rice, for example); 50 adults were counted and put in small plastic containers with the chosen grain. The evaluation was after 90 days by counting dead insects, larvae, pupae and adults; the remaining food was also weighed. The students had to use statistical tools to analyse their data, describe and discuss their results. This was a very useful experiment to discuss concepts about insect development, behaviour, defence mechanism such as tonic immobility, food quality and growth rate, amongst others related to scientific rigour and scientific writing. 
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