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ABSTRACT
Aims: Assessment of the growth performance and bio-sorption potentials of Pleurotus tuberregium in lead and cadmium polluted soil. 
Methods: Four kilograms each of humus soil samples were weighed into eight different black nursery cellophane bags and were polluted with 0.5g, 1.0g and 2.0g of lead and cadmium in triplicates respectively. The Pleurotus sclerotia were then planted in these polluted soil samples and distilled water added ad libitum. 
Results: The results showed that the growth performance was dose-related in lead polluted soil. The Pleurotus tuberregium mushroom in the lead polluted soil samples indicated a dose-dependent absorbed lead concentration as shown in the results while cadmium polluted soil samples did not support the growth of the Pleurotus tuberregium of the sclerotia at the various concentration of cadmium used after 30 days. This point the toxicity or inhibitory characteristics of cadmium at the levels used. 
Conclusion: Therefore, lead supported the growth of Pleurotus tuberregium and its bio-sorption potentials were dose-dependent while cadmium did not, indicating its inhibitory behaviour.
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