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I. Abstract Body (up to 250 words) 

The Gaza Strip (GS) is part of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories that belong to Historical Palestine. With an area of 

only 365 km
2
 and a population of more than two millions, the GS 

is one of the world’s most densely populated areas. Being under 

the Israeli military occupation since June 1967, and under land, 
air, and sea blockades since June 2007, witnessing four Israeli 

wars launched in less than 10 years, the GS is a big prison with 
disastrous living conditions. It has a 40–45 km long coastal line 

on the Mediterranean Sea (MS), and a coastal shelf of 14 km and 
28 km wide in the northern and southern parts, respectively. The 

Israeli wars on the GS and the ongoing occupation and blockades 
have severely affected the well-being of its people, and the 

onshore and offshore environment. The GS’s people dump daily 
100,000–120,000 m

3
 of raw sewage and untreated wastewater 

(RSUWW) headed directly to the MS, where pollution levels 
have reached four times the international standard. This is 

because the Israelis totally destroyed all the GS’s wastewater 
treatment plants. This environmental disaster is reflected on the 

marine life, polluting the MS and resulting in poisoning its fish 
and other organisms. The GS’s people eat fish poisoned with 

trace elements and heavy metals originated from the RSUWW 
gushed into the MS. This paper investigates some of the 

environmental impacts of this anthropogenic disaster on the 

marine life of the MS and the public health and the environment. 
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