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Abstract:
The changes in the marine food webs of the Iranian waters of the Persian Gulf and Oman sea Iran were assessed, based on estimates of the mean trophic index (MTI) and Fishing in Balance index (FiB) during the period, 1997–2016. The total landings (Yt) increased gradually (R=0.94, P<0.05) and the MTI significantly first increases and then decreases during two decades (R=0.45, P<0.05). The MTI showed a decreasing trend, which indicates exploitation of marine resources and the FiB index also showed an upward trend and positive values from 1998 to 2016, which may be associated with unbalanced structure in the fisheries (R=0.92, P<0.05). The examination of the MTI, FiB pattern suggests that the status of fishery resources in Iranian inshore waters is overexploited, and provides evidence of the probability that a fishing down process is occurring in this area. Therefore, we suggest that the purpose of management programs should prevent continuance of this trend in the long-term.
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