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Introduction: Glanders is a notifiable highly contagious zoonotic disease caused by Burkholderia mallei. The disease primarily affects equids (horses, donkeys, mules and ponies). In humans B mallei causes a febrile illness with characteristic clinical signs  (localized, pulmonary, septicaemia, and chronic). Incidence of human infections has been related to close contact with infected equids.

Aim: The aim of the study is to share incidence of Glanders disease outbreak in equines working in a pilgrimage site in mountains of J&K, India.  Glanders is a contagious bacterial disease, incidence of this infections can be life threatening.   

Methods: The reports are collected by working closely with local agencies. 

Results: The 1st positive case of Glanders confirmed in a mule in April 2015 based on clinical signs, symptoms and microbiological and serological investigations. The last glanders outbreak reported in India in 2006-2007.  
In this mountainous location at any time of the year there are 2500-3000 equines working together carrying loads or pilgrimage uphill of 12km track. Total equine population in this area would be above 7000-7500. 
A total of 7051 Samples collected from equines so far. Among sampled a total of 53 numbers were found positive by complement fixation test. Among infected were mostly mules, then horses and ponies. All 53 positive equines had Nasal form of glanders of which 32 animals are culled, rest were isolated until culling.  
The paper explains about epicentre of the infection & the process of transmission of the disease due to uncontrolled vigilance of migration of equines from neighbouring states to the affected region.    

Conclusion: The results indicate that Glanders a zoonotic disease is remerging in India. The recent incidence of the disease is an evidence of prevalence of glanders in equines of J & K, India. Since 2006 this is second time when Glanders is diagnosed positive from equines in India. Though cases in humans are rare, but 53 positive cases of Glanders disease can be of serious concern to humans (particularly old & infants) lives. The big question remains is how to scale up the surveillance methods to record outbreaks of these infectious diseases engaging health professionals from all spheres for sound ONE Health.  
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