RAW FEEDING OF DOGS IN HUNGARY – THROUGH THE EYES OF THE OWNERS
Kungl Krisztina, Department of Clinical Pathology and Oncology, University of Veterinary Medicine, Budapest, Hungary Wermer Kata Alina, Department and Clinic of Equine Medicine, University of Veterinary Medicine, Budapest, Hungary 


T Furuta et al., J Pai n Relief 2016, 5:3(Suppl) http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2167-0846.C1.006
International Conference on
Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain (June 15-16, 2016   Philadelphia, USA)


J Pain Relief
ISSN: 2167-0846 JPAR an open access journa
Fibromyalgia 2016
June 15-16, 2016
Volume 5, Issue 3(Suppl)
Page 40

Abstract
Introduction and goals: feeding RMBDs (raw meat-based diets) to dogs reached significant popularity recently in Hungary. We studied common motivations for feeding RMBDs to gain an insight into where/when the owners learned about it, what were the most important motivations to choose RMBDs.
Material and method: Our study was based on a standardized web-questionnaire for dog owners. 767 people filled in the questionnaire. We selected 3 groups based on diet: (1) only RMBD (NY – 438 responses); (2) mixed diet (RMBD and other) (V - 91); (3) non-RMBD feeders (E - 238). 
Results: among non-RMDB feeders the most common source of advice was a veterinarian (38%), among RMBD feeders social media groups (34%), “a friend” (31%). 
Motivation: 75% of RMBD feeders put emphasise on RMBD as „natural diet”, (10% for non-RMBD). Additionally, RMBD group: building muscle, weight-control, exact knowledge of feed composition, dental calculus prevention, good digestibility and hair-coat quality. 13% of this group claim RMBD safe, only 1 person expressed concern on infectious pathogens. For 82% of RMBD facebook was the primary and for 13% the only information source for the detailed diet. The non-raw feeders primarily identified the vet as a source of detailed information (53%). 
Discussion: Info about raw meat-based diets reaches dog owners via non-scientific routes, meanwhile, more non-RMBD feeders follow diets advised by qualified persons. Owners first hear about raw diets from social network groups and friends, detailed info sources are mostly the same. Many RMBD feeders marked scientific articles as source of information, however, the authors found very limited access to such articles. RMBDs advantage claims are highly subjective and anecdotal, high quality scientific studies are lacking. The raw diet users are either unaware or are not willing to admit the increased risk of infection both of their pets and themselves.
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