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Abstract
A case study was conducted in a Bathan in Bangladesh to assess animal health status, where 20,000 cattle reared for milk purpose.  Bathan is place where cattle, sheep, goat or buffalo graze freely.  The study was conducted in three phases: first was to observe cattle rearing, management and milk production, second was disease assessment and third was impact analysis. First phase fond that, cattle in the Bathan reared in free atmosphere under the ownership of some big farmers in some 35 cattle herds, each herd consist of  500 to 700 cattle, cattle are basically live on grazing. Cattle herds are located beside the river Goala. No structured housing is used to keep cattle.  An indigenous management is found well in cattle husbandry, where natural resources are mainly used in cattle rearing. Three basic natural components formed this Bathan and they are cattle, pastureland and river Goala.  A 1500 acres pastureland is used for fodder cultivation where cattle graze freely 7 to 8 hours a day. River Goala serve as a potential water flow, where cattle drink water, take bath and swim to cross the river. About 700 professionally sound cowherds are employed for cattle caring and management of the Bathan is indigenous or traditional. About 70% cattle in the Bathan stay in milk production round the year and daily milk production comes about 150,000 to 200,000 liters, milking capacity ranges from 10 to 15 liters per cattle per day, milk is collected manually twice a day. Milk of the Bathan is organic, because no hormones and steroids used to enhance milk production and no preservative is used during milk transport.
Second phase was assessing disease.  It found that, the Bathan is epidemic with FMD and Anthrax as the country is too. Despite routine vaccination, 30 to 40% cattle become infected with FMD and death toll comes 5 to 6%. It is thought that, post vaccination FMD might cause for vaccine quality, preservation and emergence of new strains of virus from neighboring countries through cattle influx. No outbreak of Anthrax in post vaccinated animals. Routine deworming is practiced here. Among other diseases, Mastitis is frequent in 10% cattle and udder damage comes 5%, occurrence of Milk Fever is about 5 to 7% in early lactating cattle and death toll 2 to 3%. Calf health is good here. Other reproductive diseases are reported as well. Third was impact analysis to ensure better health and welfare of cattle in the Bathan.  Study found that traditional rearing impact on the health and production of animals  in so many cases. Total rearing system needs more scientific intervention and needs more attentive veterinary services to improve health, welfare and production of cattle in the Bathan
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