PREVALNCE AND SEVERITY OF SORHUM DOWNY MILDEW ON MAIZE CAUSE D BY Peronaclerospora sorghi, AT WUKARI, TARABA STATE, NIGRIA
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[bookmark: _GoBack] Abstract: Sorghum downy mildew disease on maize caused by Peronoslerospora sorghi causes high yield loss in maize in Wukari  Taraba State, Nigeria. However, there are no report of studies on the incidence and severity of the diseased maize in the area. The study was carried out in four wards ( Hyuku, Byegya, FUW and Idofi) which were the treatments and replicated three farms per location at Wukari Taraba State from May to November 2017 and 2018 cropping seasons. Data were collected at seedling, tasseling and physiological maturity stages of maize growth and pathogen was identified in the laboratory. Data collected were analyzed using Genstat Release 8.1 and means separation with Duncans multiple range Test. There were significant differences among the location in disease incidence and severity. The incidences of the disease range from 27 % to 63 % at seedling stage; 47 % to 82 % at tasseling stage and 53 % to 89 % at physiological maturity in the periods of study. The severities range from 42 % to 44 % at seedling stage, 43 % to 46 % at tasseling stage and 44 % to 48 % at physiological maturity stage. The study helps to generate baseline data for further researches. 
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