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QUALITY AND SAFETY ISSUES FOR HORTICULTURE PRODUCE IN BANGLADESH
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Fruits and vegetables are rich sources of vitamins, minerals, dietary fibers. per capita consumption is still lower (212 g day-1) than desirable amount (400 g day-1).    There exists food-phobia in the society. Consumption of fruits and vegetables  have been dropped due to perceived health risks due to consumption of adulterated or unsafe foods. There are also reports of rejection of export consignments.  Postharvest loss is substantial. Assurance of quality and safety is a challenge in the context of nutrition security, public health and export. Presence of chemical residues in food is a major food safety concern. Food Safety Act 2013 and establishment of BFSA are noticeable steps to deal with this deep-rooted problem. Consumption of safe fruits and vegetables and expansion of export can only be achieved if quality and safety controls are in place.  Quality and safety issues in horticultural chains to be prioritized for domestic marketing and export. Postharvest loss is substantial. The present paper deals with the safe horticultural production,  policy, post harvest loss reduction and nutritional food security. 
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ROLE OF TROPICAL AND SUBTRIPICAL FRUITS  FOR CROP DIVERSIFICATION, BIODIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN CHANGING CLIMATES,  NUTRITIONAL FOOD SECURITY AND POVERTY REDUCTION IN BANGLADESH
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Bangladesh economy is predominantly dependent on agriculture. So, the importance of horticulture in the national economy has been well justified. The Horticultural crops, particularly fruits, vegetables and spices are  playing  a vital role in crop diversification, human nutrition, economy, environment,  with an ultimate goal of balanced diet, fight malnutrition, food self-sufficiency, biodiversity, environmental protection and poverty alleviation.  In Bangladesh around 40 million peoples are suffering from micronutrient deficiency-the hidden hunger. Moreover, almost 70% peoples are below the poverty level.  Our Government has paid much emphasis on rice but not on fruits, vegetable, spices and flowers production as our diet is rice based. Although there has been considerable success in variety development and technology generation in fruits and vegetables  but their application are not adequate. Improved varieties of fruit like mango, guava, jackfruit, litchi, pineapple and banana   are available in Bangladesh. The paper deals with mainly achievements, constraints and opportunities of horticultural crops (fruits) in Bangladesh for plantations and climate change.  They are also contributing in nutrition and poverty alleviation of our land scarce, malnutrition affected and poor peoples. Bangladesh Agricultural University also established the largest fruit repository including a number of underutilized, tropical, subtropical, indigenous and  temperate fruits here in Mymensingh. Contribution of the horticultural crops in the climate change, nutrition of poor people and to alleviate poverty in coastal (saline), hunger prone (monga) and flood affected areas also addressed. Plantation of underutilized fruit ber (Jujube) cv. BAU Kul 1 tremendously contributes in the poverty reduction and natural soil reclamation from saline to non-saline condition. Finally, the paper focuses on the future policy of the managements of horticultural crops  in Bangladesh for economy, nutrition, food security, poverty alleviation and sustainable development.
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Bangladesh economy is predominantly dependent on agriculture. So, the importance of horticulture in the national economy has been well justified. The Horticultural crops, particularly fruits, vegetables and spices are  playing  a vital role in crop diversification, human nutrition, economy, environment,  with an ultimate goal of balanced diet, fight malnutrition, food self-sufficiency, biodiversity, environmental protection and poverty alleviation.  In Bangladesh around 40 million peoples are suffering from micronutrient deficiency-the hidden hunger. Moreover, almost 70% peoples are below the poverty level.  Our Government has paid much emphasis on rice but not on fruits, vegetable, spices and flowers production as our diet is rice based. Although there has been considerable success in variety development and technology generation in fruits and vegetables  but their application are not adequate. Improved varieties of fruit like mango, guava, jackfruit, litchi, pineapple and banana   are available in Bangladesh. The paper deals with mainly achievements, constraints and opportunities of horticultural crops (fruits) in Bangladesh for plantations and climate change.  They are also contributing in nutrition and poverty alleviation of our land scarce, malnutrition affected and poor peoples. Bangladesh Agricultural University also established the largest fruit repository including a number of underutilized, tropical, subtropical, indigenous and  temperate fruits here in Mymensingh. Contribution of the horticultural crops in the climate change, nutrition of poor people and to alleviate poverty in coastal (saline), hunger prone (monga) and flood affected areas also addressed. Plantation of underutilized fruit ber (Jujube) cv. BAU Kul 1 and in summer BAU dragon fruit tremendously contributes in the poverty reduction and natural soil reclamation from saline to non-saline condition. Finally, the paper focuses on the future policy of the managements of horticultural crops  in Bangladesh for economy, nutrition, food security, poverty alleviation and sustainable development. This paper also addresses the challenges  and opportunities of fruit research and development in Bangladesh. 
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